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From monuments to old cities: Climate change threatens history 23
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Protecting the past means gaining knowledge for the future

Cultural heritage holds artistic, historical, and spiritual value. It connects us to our past, shapes collective identity, and supports
education. Heritage brings people together, fosters community, and offers personal inspiration and a sense of belonging .
But we can also learn from it, for instance how to protect against floods or keep buildings cool in hot climate.

Dykes, canals and dwelling mounds in the Netherlands 8 Wind towers: traditional air conditioners

Traditional flood protection techniques helped communities Wind towers were presumably first used in ancient Persia '’
live safely in water-rich landscapes. Even former dyke to keep buildings cool and allow people to live and work
remains and historic structures offer valuable insights into comfortably in the hot desert climate. They are desighed to
design, construction, and materials that can inform today’s capture the wind and push it into the building to provide cool,
efforts in climate adaptation. clean and fresh air 2.
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Modern Wind Towers at the Qatar University in Doha
© Qatar University 4
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